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I have been asked to be the contact person for the epilepsy study taking place at the University of Missouri.  I have been in touch with Liz Hansen of the University of Missouri and she updated me on where the JRT study is.  

They now have access to the “Snip Chip” which is DNA mapping technology.  They had been waiting for this technology for some time and are very excited to have it. Mapping DNA will help them track down the gene which causes seizures and other genetic defects in dogs.

Ms. Hansen also told me they need affected dogs and their families in the study.  

Participation by the owners of affected dogs and their relatives is essential to the success of this project. Researchers need DNA samples from dogs that have experienced seizures, and their immediate relatives, both normal and affected. Specifically, they need samples from all available siblings, parents, and grandparents. If the affected dog has been bred, all offspring and mates should be sampled as well.

Participation in this research project is confidential - the names of individual owners or dogs will not be revealed. Data and sample collection instructions and sample submission forms are available to download from www.canine-epilepsy.net.  Go to Sample Submission or they will mail or fax you a packet.

JRT owners should know that there is a real problem with seizures and epilepsy in the Jack Russell Terrier.  In order to move forward in this research, we must be willing to send in samples of affected dogs and their families.  Please help.  It is the only way will can Preserve and Protect the Jack Russell Terrier.

Please visit the website listed below when you have a chance.  There is a lot of very good information on seizures, types and causes of seizures, treatment and alternative therapies as well as the epilepsy study.  

Website www.canine-epilepsy.net 

Darlene McInnes, Epilepsy Committee
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